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Called and Gifted discovering how you can be called by the Lord
Here in our Diocese of Portsmouth, we have been running the Called and Gifted process since 2014. I was part of the original team that delivered the programme. Although now a more passive member of the team I was invited to attend this year’s annual retreat at Winchester. The day was also intended to help people from other dioceses to understand the great gift this process can have in helping people to discern their vocation in life.
I was pleased to discover that the process has been taken in the seminary situation. Recently Called and Gifted was presented to seminarians at the Venerable English College in Rome. I learnt also that many priests of our diocese have also gone through the process with their parish communities. Over 2500 people I believe have engaged in the process.
I gave a testimony as to how this process has helped our community to develop a common apostolate that now unifies or community with a single purpose that enables us to live out our Dominican Vocation as Preachers of the Word. This model can easily be presented of parishes as a way of moving forward in our Mission as envisaged by Bishop Philip.
So, what exactly has happened to us because of undergoing the process? All of us have discerned and continue to discern our charisms for the good of our common project “Light of Truth Catechesis”. This project started to develop a few years ago to enable adult formation and the formation of catechists. Our sisters have many varied gifts that when used in conjunction together for a common good has produced much fruit.
Our community is comparatively small but each of us has different callings and charisms within that one vocation to form catechists. All 11 of us contribute in some way to the delivery of Light Of truth Certificate in Catechesis. Sr Hyacinthe is the leader but must be able to delegate and discern with others how best to use the charisms that emerge from a group of people. She had the vision and wanted to put it into practice. What followed was the discernment of which charisms could be put to use for this project.
  Very much in the background we have three sisters who look after the vast amount of Administration that is generated to keep the course running smoothly and efficiently. Six sisters using their gift of teaching and knowledge present the material each week online and in person. Other sisters provide hospitality on our in-person days; others using their gifts of pastoring, evangelisation, encouragement and helps to accompany students on the course with one-to-one assistance. Two sisters with the gift of intercessory prayer provide a valuable prayerful back up needed for the delivery of material and wellbeing of students. We have our IT specialists and those with creative talents who can produce the necessary support material and AVA for the students. We also have engaged associate members of the laity to assist us in our mission using their charisms. The whole way we have marketed and presented the project has been inspired by a lay expert with huge communication skills.
So instead of sitting back and waiting for something to happen we became proactive and used the giftedness of all the members. Each sister concentrated on their own area of giftedness. This involves sharing responsibilities and making the best of what is available. Surely this is something each parish could benefit from in their discernment of a future vision and vocation. At the heart we remember that it is Christ who calls and provides what is necessary from among his disciples who are willing to embrace and accept his call however simple and humble that call may appear. Whether we are seen to be upfront in the limelight or busily working in the background, it is all done at the bidding of the Lord. Here we will find true happiness and fruitfulness in our parishes. Here in such an environment vocation to the priestly ministry and religious life will certainly emerge.
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